THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Minister. The development of Dominion autonomy
has made it a kind of 'Foreign Office5 for the Com-
monwealth, Its main functions are fourfold: to
maintain regular contact with Dominion Govern-
ments, transmitting to them information of com-
mon concern, especially information obtained from
the Foreign Office, and receiving their information
in return; organizing Imperial Conferences and
other special meetings; bringing to bear, upon the
conduct of United Kingdom policy, expert know-
ledge of the affairs of the Dominions; and conduct-
ing major negotiations on special issues affecting the
relations between the United Kingdom and the
Dominions.
Diplomatic Representation
The information on foreign affairs which the
Dominions Office dispatches to the several Do-
minion capitals is provided by the Foreign Office.
Apart from problems of co-ordination of policies
in the Commonwealth, the Dominions need this
secret information, because none of them has a
complete diplomatic service of its own. Canada,
Eire, and the Union of South Africa have a few
Ministers-Plenipotentiary in the capitals of foreign
countries with which they have special ties; and
Australia is appointing Ministers to Washington
and Tokyo, as well as a High Commissioner in
Canada. New Zealand has no diplomatic representa-
tives abroad. The diplomatic representation is of
course reciprocal. Where they have no Ministers
of their own, all the nations of the Commonwealth
rely for information and the protection of the
interests of their citizens on the British diplomatic
sendee. Similarly, only the United Kingdom has a
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